
 

  



“Every person has a right to life, and no one shall be deprived intentionally of his life, save in execution of the sentence of a court in respect of a 
criminal offence of which he has been found guilty in Nigeria.” 

‒ Nigerian Constitution: Chapter IV Section 33 Fundamental Rights 

 
 
I. Summary 
 

 On October 5th, 2012, Biringa, Chiadika Lordson (Year two, Theatre Arts), Ugonna, Kelechi Obuzor (Year 

Two, Geology), Mike, Lloyd Toku (Year Two, Civil Engineering) and Tekena Erikena, students at the 

University of Port-Harcourt, were severely beaten and burnt to death by a mob in the community where they 

resided.   

Their alleged crimes? Stealing of laptops and cellphones…and depending on who you talk to, for being 
cultists. Accusations that have heavily been disputed by various parties. But despite their actions or inactions 
in life, it is fair to say that the due process of the law should still have been followed. Sadly, in this case, and 
like many more that we have seen across Nigeria, it was not. 
 
In what is fast becoming a normal way of life in Nigeria, the crowd ignored the due process and took matters 
into their own hand. They created their own laws, made their own judgment, and executed a brutal 
punishment that led to the horrifying death of four Nigerians. Four Nigerians who deserved the right to be 
judged by the laws of our land and not by the make-shift laws of a few people. But we have been down this 
path before…time and time again. We can decide to do what we have always done. In this option, we can cry 
out for justice, repay violence with violence, or discuss the most recent acts of cruelty over our lunch breaks. 
Or better yet, thanks to the introduction of social media, we may even choose to tweet our problems away in 
the hope that someone out there would hear our cries and take action for us.  
 
But we know that does not work, because we have tried that for years and years. But yet mob justice still goes 
on largely unchecked and with the perpetrators rarely punished. But more worrisome are the mob crowds 
who stand-by and watch oblivious of their moral responsibility to protect the life of their fellow Nigerian 
brother.  
 
However, even guiltier than the passive observers are the vagueness of our Nigerian laws in addressing mob 

justice. To be more specific, our CRIMINAL CODE ACT, CAP C38 LFN 2004 falters in multiple areas 

regarding the value of human life. For instance, chapter 10 section 77 criminalizes activities such as “rioters 

injuring buildings, machinery, railway” but makes no mention of “rioters injuring persons.” Aside from 

obvious instances that leave a lot left for interpretation. What is even more alarming is that our criminal code 

is robust…so robust that it criminalizes cynical offenses such as “ritual killing” and those not so cynical 

offenses such as “entering a wharf without proper documentation.” But yet in its robustness it fails to address 

the ubiquitous issue of mob justice or jungle justice. As those words cannot be found anywhere in the 

existing Criminal Code or any bill put forward by our Senate or House of reps.  

Now is a great time to take a different turn at that path. Rather than talking the issue to oblivion, we can 

collectively fight to ensure that Mob Justice is explicitly mentioned in our laws by influencing the creating of a 

national law that explicitly prohibits Mob Justice and prosecutes people that participate in the mob (both 

passively and actively). But most importantly, a law that obligates by-standers to protect the fundamental 

rights of every Nigerian citizen [rich or poor, guilty or innocent, gay or straight, Christian or Muslim] to be 

given the opportunity to defend his or herself in the court of law. Because that is a right they deserve to have! 

And we need to act now because if we don’t, we would find ourselves apologizing.  



Apologizing just like the United States of America did in June of 2005, when they formally acknowledged 

their failures to enact not just one, but over 200 anti-lynching bills proposed between 1882 and 1968. An 

inaction that led to the death of thousands of African Americans. Nigeria cannot afford this type of inaction, 

we need to do something and we can do something… 

A Mob Justice Prohibition Bill. is being proposed to be added to Chapter 10 of our CRIMINAL CODE 

ACT, CAP. C38 LFN 2004. While the bill is far from perfect, it represents an opportunity to do something 

different for the first time. But we would need help in getting the Senators and House of Reps to act on this 

bill. We would need letters written, emails types, tweet re-tweeted and anything that can be done so that the 

bill makes it to the floor of the House for debate. That is the least we can do to ensure that the  deaths of our 

fellow Nigerians; Lloyd, Tekena, Ugonna, Chidiaka and the numerous other victims of mob justice does not 

go in vain. 

It is hope that their deaths can trigger the law that would for the first time in the history of our Nation 

address comprehensively the plague of Mob Justice. 

 
Okechukwu Ofili 

 
 
 
  



II. The Proposal 
 
FOR AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 10– UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLIES: BREACHES OF THE 
PEACE OF THE CRIMINAL CODE ACT, CAP. C38 LFN 2004 SO AS TO MAKE PROVISION FOR 
LAWS RELATING TO MOB JUSTICE; AND FOR MATIERS CONNECTED THEREWITH. 
 
 
Proposal 
 
1. Definition: Mob Justice 
 
The assemblage of three or more people armed with firearms, bows and arrows, spears, swords, knives, other 
dangerous weapons  or any articles improvised as weapons without authority of either state or federal law in 
order to effect or aid in effecting extrajudicial acts, causing humiliation, leading to bodily harm, or death of 
the victim(s), in order to punish an alleged transgressor. 
 
2. Punishment of unlawful assembly: Mob Justice 
 

 Mob Justice in the first degree will be defined as "Any act of violence inflicted by a mob upon the 
body of another person(s) from which death results." Under this definition:  

 
o Any person(s) who actually performs the act, which constitutes the offence, is guilty of a 

felony, and will be charged with murder, which is punishable by death. 
 

o Any person(s)  who counsels or procures any other person to commit the offence is guilty of 
a felony, and will be charged with manslaughter and is liable to imprisonment for 10-15 
years. 

 
o Any person(s) (including on-lookers, community heads, police officers) who omits to 

perform their fundamental duty to protect victim(s) of mob justice but yet remains in the 
vicinity of the mob is guilty of a felony, and will be charged with manslaughter and is liable 
to imprisonment for 5-10 years. 

 

 Mob Justice in the second degree is defined as "Any act of violence inflicted by a mob upon the body 
of another person(s) which does not result in a death." 

 
o Any person(s) who actually does the act, which constitutes the offence, is guilty of a felony 

and is liable to imprisonment for 3-5 years. 
 

o Any person(s) who counsels or procures any other person to commit the offence is guilty of 
felony and is liable to imprisonment for 2-4 years. 
 

o Any person(s) (including on-lookers, community heads, police officers) who omits to 
perform their fundamental duty to protect victim(s) of mob justice but yet remains in the 
vicinity of the mob is guilty of a misdemeanor and is liable to imprisonment for 1-3 years. 

 N1,500,000 fine to be paid by the community in which mob justice took place, to be turned over to 
the victim(s) family. If the victim was seized in one community and killed in another, both 
communities will share the fine. 
  



3. Making proclamation for mob crowd to disperse. 
 
Any magistrate or, in his absence, any police officer, or any commissioned officer in the Naval, Military or Air 
Forces of Nigeria in whose view a mob justice is being committed, or who perceives that mob justice is about 
to be committed by persons assembled within his view, may make or cause to be made a proclamation in the 
name of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in such form as he thinks fit, commanding the persons so assembled 
to disperse peaceably.  
 
4. Dispersion of Mob crowd after Proclamation made. 
 
If upon the expiration of a reasonable time after such proclamation is made, or after the making or such 
proclamation has been prevented by force, three or more persons continue assembled together performing 
mob justice, any person authorized to make proclamation, or any police officer, or any other person acting in 
aid of such person or police officer, may do all things necessary for dispersing the persons so continuing 
assembled, or for apprehending them or any of them, and, if any person makes resistance, may use all such 
force as is reasonably necessary for overcoming such resistance, and shall not be liable in any criminal or civil 
proceeding for having, by the use of such force, caused harm or death to any person. 
 
5. Mob justice after Proclamation. 
 
If proclamation is made, commanding the persons engaged in the act of mob justice to disperse, every person 
who, at or after the  expiration of a reasonable time from the making of such proclamation takes or continues 
to take part in the riot or assembly is guilty of a felony and is liable to imprisonment for 5 years. 
 
6. Preventing or Obstructing the making of Proclamation 
 
Any person who forcibly prevents or obstructs the making of such proclamation as is 
in section 5 of this code, is guilty of a felony and is liable to imprisonment for ten years; and if the making of 
the proclamation is so prevented, every person who, knowing that it has been so prevented, takes or 
continues to take part in the riot or assembly is liable to imprisonment for five years. 
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